
Textbooks and course materials provide college students with vital information that 
they need to do well in class. Be a smart shopper!

1. Buy used books when possible. They can save you 25% off the cost of a new 
textbook.  

2. Consider renting or purchasing electronic texts which gives cost-conscious students 
temporary access to course materials for about one-third to half the price of buying a 
new text.

3. Become a fan of the store on Facebook and follow us on Twitter for just in time 
moneysaving specials.

5. Be cautious of hackers, spammers, and phishers when purchasing course materials 
online and be aware that items might not arrive on time.

6. Know your store’s refund policy, especially deadlines. Keep receipts required for 
returns and for filing for the American Opportunity Tax Credit. For details on how to 
apply for the credit, go to www.textbookaid.org.

7. Don’t write in or unwrap books until you’re certain you’ll be keeping them. If you 
have a choice between buying a textbook by itself, or packaged with a study guide 
or software, make sure you need both parts.

8. If you have questions, ask! Our staff is the course materials expert on campus.
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